
Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2702 1st Street Mahtowa, MN 55707 

Pr. Jim Raisanen 218-838-3690  
Sunday Worship begins at 9:30 

Send articles/info to Lori Carlson 218.213.5883 
email missloricarlson@gmail.com              

 
   Greetings! Truth! I have been blessed! On 6 June I 
will have been an ordained pastor for 50 years. Who 
would have thought that a bald-headed fat guy from 
Esko could be used by God to help make the world a 
better place for 50 years? This is amazing to me! 
   During my days as a pastor I have had some 
amazing experiences. I have helped undertakers carry 
dead bodies out from houses. I have participated in a 
number of interventions due to alcohol and drug 
abuse. I have joined in casting out demons. I 
remember listening to the screams of an old man as 
the doctor told him he had terminal cancer in his 
hospital room. When he got it out of his system, we 
had a good talk. I have enjoyed spending time with 
young people riding horses, canoeing in the Boundary 
Waters, and challenging them to look for the Spirit of 
the Creator wherever they find themselves.     Truly. . . 
I have been blessed! I wonder, “Why me?” 
   I could go on and on. I am still healthy at age 76! I 
have good memories and many friends! I have a 
wonderful family! I have been around the world, 
studied in Israel, spent time by myself in the Sistine 
Chapel, swam in the Red Sea, the Med Sea, the Dead 
Sea, the Sea of Galilee and opened my life to the Holy 
Spirit of God! Holy Smokes! This has been quite a 
ride for a for a bald-headed fat kid from Esko! 
   And now you folks have become a part of my story! 
It has been a blessing to have become a part of your 
story here at Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Mahtowa. Thank you! I pray that God may continue 
to bless our journey together!      Pastor Jim  

 

CONGRATULATIONS CONFIRMANDS! 
Thank you Jackson, Hank, Aiden, Tyler, and Moses 
for coming to confirmation class and for your 
parents for providing meals!  We will continue to 
pray for you and may God continue to bless you. 

 
JUNE 19 at 6:30 join us for a 

campfire at the Hall. 

 
 

Pray for:  Our Elders; Catherine, Iris, Betty & 
Sandy. Healing for; Jean, Pastor Carl, Joey, Grace, 

Barb; Morghan as she reports for basic training and 
all those serving our country in the military; our 

students as they begin their summer holidays. 

 
 

 



SALEM HALL RENTAL 
Salem Hall is available for events. 

Our rates have been updated to: 
$100 for 4 hours 

$200 for a full day 
Contact Jody Eller at 218.355.0864 (call or 

text) 
or Dave Eller at 218.389.6201 

 

SOUL SISTERS will meet on June 21 after 
worship. 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE will meet on June 
28 after worship. 

 

 
A BIG THANK YOU TO  

Dave S., Roger, Justin, Lori, Mike & Shari for 
coming out on clean-up day. 

 

ARE YOU FEELING INSPIRED & CREATIVE? 

We are looking for a couple of volunteers to put 
together the weekly slideshow for worship. 

Please let Shari or Jody know if you are 
interested.  

 
Next church COUNCIL MEETING is 

 FRIDAY, JUNE 19, beginning at 5:30 pm. 
Council members are Shari Lowden, Mike Lowden, 
Milissa Soukkala, Donita Korpela and Justin Grill. 

Please them know if you have any questions or 
concerns. 

 
 

MEN’S CLUB 
meets on Wednesday mornings at church with coffee 

and conversation beginning at 9:00 am and Bible Study 
or devotions beginning at 9:30 am. This is a great time for 

fellowship. 

 
 

BARNUM DOLLARS FOR SCHOLARS 
Salem Church, along with Precision Auto 
Body, Smitty’s Ready-Mix and the ELCA 

Foundation, presented a $2,000 scholarship 
to  

Samantha Krueger. Congratulations and our 
best wishes for your continuing education 

journey! 
 
 

AA meets every Monday at the Hall 
 

CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE for 
students attending church-based camp. 

See Jody for details. 
 

MOOSE LAKE AREA FOOD SHELF 
The Food Shelf located at 308 Elm Ave is 

open Fridays from 8:30 to noon 
Donations may be dropped off at the  

Food Shelf on Tuesdays from 9:00 to 11:00 or at 
Salem Church any Sunday at worship time. 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORIES AND 
NEW MEMBER PACKETS are now available. 

 
UP-COMING EVENTS  

 
 JULY 12 

Council will be serving breakfast at 8:00  
prior to outdoor worship service. 

 (weather permitting) 
 

THE DATE IS SET 
SALEM’S ANNUAL MEATBALL SUPPER 

WILL BE HELD SAT., OCTOBER 24. 
 

 
 



Salem Council Meeting April 20, 
2026 

 
Present: Pastor Jim, Shari Lowden, Mike Lowden, 
Jody Eller, Justin Grill.  Absent: Donita, Milissa 
 
1. Called to order at 6:30 pm 
2. Open with Prayer and Devotions by Pastor Jim 
3. Agenda for April 20th, 2026 M- Mike, S- Jim, 

Passed 
4. Minutes from March 30th 2026  M- Mike, S- 

Jim, Passed 
5. Pastor’s Report 

1. May 17th and 31st off, June 28th off 
2. Confirmation, all 5 confirmands have 

requested to be confirmed, Jody will 
order boutonnieres and Shari will order a 
cake.  One is not a member of Salem, we 
will transfer him over afterwards. 

3. Blessing of the blankets will be on 
Sunday May 3rd, during the church 
service.   

4. Pastor Jim to attend a Pastors Retreat, 
May 19th-May21st 

5. Pastor Jim asked to do two baptisms for 
his nephews on Saturday May 30th 2026 

6. Start discussion of moving council 
meeting to another day each month 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
1. March income slightly more than 

expenses, behind roughly $1,600 for 
2026 M-Jim S-Mike, Passed 

2. Carpet in the hall was cleaned, payment 
will be on May’s treasurers report 

3. Jody purchased hotel for synod and 
Sundays and Seasons program, and 
reimbursed by Salem 

4. Shari and Jody to meet with the bank to 
inquiry about refinancing the loan and 
get a better rate 

7. Property Report 
1. Committee meets on the 4th Sunday of 

each month 
2. Property Committee will meet after 

church on Sunday April 26th, 2026, also 
Sunday May 24th 

3. May 16th Clean up day, funeral that day 
so we will work on parsonage 

8. Soul Sisters Report 

1. Meeting yesterday on 4/19/26 and will 
meet on Sunday April 25th to assemble 
chicken pot pies for those in need 

2. Confirmation invites have been mailed 
out 

3. Soul Sister’s and guys are working on 
details for the 50th anniversary party 

9. Old Business 
1. Time and Talent Solicitation-Still 

compiling list of talents from members 
and also working on white paper ballets 
in the pews for people to answer what 
they are looking for and how we can 
help serve. 

2. Council Goals for 2026 
A. Pick dates for a game night and a 

campfire night, when Donita and 
Milissa are present 

B. New Member Sunday/Rally 
Sunday - Sunday September 20th 

3. Mission Statement & Salem Vision 
Review, wait for Donita and Milissa.  
Add this question to the white paper 
ballet that will be in the pews. 

4. Piano repairs will be on Wednesday 
April 22nd, 2026. Re-level keys, new felt 
and humidifier, Pastor Jim submitted an 
application for a grant to help pay for the 
repair.  Doug will be finding a new 
microphone 

5. 50th Ordination Anniversary 
A. Need dates and locations of past 

church’s and friends to invite, 
Jim will work on this 

B. Favorite Color: Blue 
10. New Business 

1. Check for new perspectives to 
potentially do home communion for 

2. Senior Sunday to celebrate area High 
School Seniors, Sunday May 24th, Shari 
will talk to Natalie 
 
 

Meeting Closed at 7:20 pm, M-Mike, S-Jim, 
Passed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


