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  Greetings in the Lord! The Brazilian writer 
Fernando Sabina wrote, “In the end, everything will 
be all right. If it’s not all right, it’s not the end.” 
That’s what Easter is all about: “Everything will be 
okay in the end.” 
   Easter is my favorite holiday. It is a feast of hope, 
direction, purpose, meaning, and community. It 
reminds me that we are all in this together. The 
cynicism and negativity that our country and many 
countries have descended into show a clear example 
of what happens when people do not have hope. If 
it’s all hopeless, we individually lose hope too. 
Easter is an announcement of common hope. 
   When we sing in the Easter hymn that Christ 
destroyed death, that means the death of all of us. 
It’s not just about Jesus; God promises to all, “Life 
is not ended, it merely changes,” as we say in the 
funeral liturgy. That’s what happened in Jesus, and 
that’s what will happen to us. In the end, everything 
will be all right. History is set on an inherently 
positive and hopeful tangent. I think that’s why I 
like Easter the best. We are all promised new life! 
We all have hope! May Gods peace be with us all! 
   Pastor Jim Raisanen 

Maundy Thursday, April 2, 6:30pm service 

Easter Sunday, April 5, 9:30am worship 

 
Pray for:  Our Elders; Catherine, Iris, Betty & 
Sandy. Healing for; Pastor Carl, Joey, Grace, 
Barb, Shirley, Joyce; the family of Pastor Phil 
Swensson, Pastor Luke, Cole and the family of 

Jimmy Lekander; all of us in need of God’s 
mercy and grace. 

SALEM HALL RENTAL 
Salem Hall is available to use for events. 

Our rates have been updated to 
$100 for 4 hours 

$200 for a full day 
Please contact Jody Eller at 
218-355-0864 (call or text) 

Or 
David Eller at 218-389-6291 

 

THANK YOU to ALL  
who provided delicious soup, desserts, and 
bread for soup suppers. Many enjoyed the 

meal and fellowship at Lenten services 
watching episodes of The Chosen. The freewill 

offering will be donated to the Moose Lake 
Food Shelf. 

 

Please join SOUL SISTERS on APRIL 11 at 
9:00 in the Hall to put together fleece blankets. 

No sewing experience necessary.  

 
We will also be gathering RECIPES for make-
ahead meals that can be frozen and given out to 

families in need. Bring your favorite recipes. 



UP-COMING MEETINGS 
Soul Sisters’ meeting 4/19, after worship 
Property committee, 4/26, after worship 

 

CONFIRMATION students will meet Wed., 
April 8, and April 22 
SUNDAY, MAY 3 is 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY! 

 

 
We appreciate all the supplies donated to the 
Stock the Closet shower. Thank you for your 
generous donations!   
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL meets on 1st & 3rd Sundays 
during church service. All children are welcome! 

Please contact a council member if you would 
like to help with this important ministry. 

 
MEN’S CLUB 

meets on Wednesday mornings at church with coffee 
and conversation beginning at 9:00 am and Bible Study 
or devotions beginning at 9:30 am. This is a great time for 

fellowship. 

 
AA meets every Monday at the Hall 

 
Next church COUNCIL MEETING is APRIL 20 

beginning at 6:30 pm.  
Council members are Shari Lowden, Mike 

Lowden, Milissa Soukkala, Donita Korpela and 
Justin Grill. Please them know if you have any 

questions or concerns. 
 

THANK YOU EVERYONE who pitched in to 
SHOVEL SNOW at the church and the Hall this 

winter. Hopefully we are almost ready to put 
away the shovels and think about lawn mowing! 

 

 

 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS for OUTDOOR and 
INDOOR cleaning day on Saturday, May 16. Bring 

your rakes, ladders, & cleaning supplies. 
 
 

 
CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE for 

students attending church-based camp. 
See Jody for details. 

 

MOOSE LAKE AREA FOOD SHELF 
The Food Shelf located at 308 Elm Ave is 

open Fridays from 8:30 to noon 
Donations may be dropped off at the  

Food Shelf on Tuesdays from 9:00 to 11:00 or at 
Salem Church any Sunday at worship time. 

 

 



COUNCIL MINUTES – 2/19/26 

Present: Pastor Jim, Shari, Mike, Jody and Justin     
Absent: Donita, Milissa 

1. Called to order at 6:36 PM by Shari 
2. Opening with Prayer and devotions by 

Pastor Jim 
3. Agenda for February 16th, 2026, M-Pastor 

Jim S-Mike  and Passed 
4. Minutes from January 19th, 2026, M-Pastor 

Jim S-Justin and Passed 
5. Pastors Report  

a. Confirmation set for May 3rd, Pastor 
Jim will meet with students prior to 
confirmation day and make sure it is 
their decision to be confirmed 

b. March 22nd-Pastor Jim off 
c. Palm Sunday March 29th 
d. Pastor Jim off 2 Sundays in August, 

he will pick his second month 
6. Treasurer’s Report 

a. Profit & Loss looking good for 
January, presented by Jody.  M-
Pastor Jim  S-Mike  Passed 

b. Scholarship funds have already been 
asking for paperwork, $1,000 set 
aside for this 

c. VLM request for donation-tabled 
until future period 

7. Property Report 
a. First meeting next Sunday, February 

22nd, Mike will contact previous 
helpers 

b. Thaw It-$300 February 2nd to thaw 
drain from Church 

c. Property Maintenance Log created 
for all work being done 

8. Soul Sisters 
a. Going strong, planning for soup 

suppers for Wednesday night during 
Lent 

b. Blankets for confirmands being 
worked on 

c. Ladies and Men hosting 50th 
anniversary for Pastor Jim 

d. Stock the Closet Shower-March 15th 
to stock cleaning/consumables for 
church 

Old Business 

1. Change to have Doug make motion 
for by-laws approval, not Justin 

2. Resolutions from Annual Meeting, 
Change Legal Name for Church, 
update Banking/Tax records, update 
Land Records extend employment 
contract with Pastor Jim,  Approve 
for Signatures after typo fixed M-
Jim, S-Mike  Passed 

3. New Contract for Pastor Jim, 
February 2026-February 2027  

4. Transparency/Church Info-New 
binder for council meeting minutes, 
by-laws and constitutions 

5. Time and Talent Solicitation-Table 
until March meeting 

a. Sign-up sheets for talents or 
hobbies for congregation to 
help the church with 

6. 50th Anniversary Sunday, June 7th 

Pastor Jim to get info for his 
“resume” and list of guests 

New Business 

1. Council Goals for 2026, 10 events 
for the year, Christmas & Easter are 
2 of them. 

a. New Member Sunday, 
summer game night, lent 
suppers, County Fair 

2. Weather Closing-If schools are 
closed, church is closed.  Put on 
facebook and email out 

3. Add meeting minutes and church 
calendar to emailed monthly 
newsletters 

Motion to adjourn by Pastor Jim, Second by Mike   
Adjournment 7:40    Next meeting March 16th 6:30 
pm 

 


