Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church
2702 1st Street Mahtowa, MN 55707
Pr. Jim Raisanen 218-838-3690
Sunday Worship begins at 9:30
Send articles/info to Lori Carlson 218.213.5883
email missloricarlson@gmail.com
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Greetings, friends! We are now in the season of
Lent. Lent was established as a season to last 40
days. Jesus had spent 40 days in the wilderness
praying and fasting as he prepared to bring his
message of love and service to the world. I hope
that this season of Lent will bring you closer to
living in a special relationship with our Lord.

I want to remind you that God loves you. He
wants what is best for you. He will help you and be
there for you as you turn to him. But in order for
that to happen, we have to spend time with Him. So
this Lenten season I invite you to talk with Him in
the morning as you start your day. Ask Him to walk
beside you as you move through the day. Thank
Him for your meals and any special blessings that
come your way. Ask Him to help others you meet
who might need God’s healing touch or presence in
their lives. Thank Him for His presence before He
grants you a good night’s sleep.

As you spend time remembering that He travels
by your side always, you will know His love and
presence. As you walk with our Lord daily this
Lent, may you find His love and peace.

Pastor Jim
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SPRING AHEAD!
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Lenten service/Soup supper schedule
Wednesdays beginning at 6:00pm in the Hall
March 4" March 11
March 18" March 25t
Thank you to all who have signed up.
Sign up sheets in fellowship room if you can

CANCELLATIONS
If church is cancelled due to weather, we will
make every effort to call church members.
For Wednesday Lenten services, if Barnum
School activities are cancelled due to weather, we
will not have Lenten services.
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Pray for: Our Elders; Catherine, Iris, Betty &
Sandy Anderson. Healing for; Pastor Carl
Heidel, Joey Krog, Grace Porter, Barb Nelson,
Shirley Adamic (Hoffman), Joyce Nybloom; the
family of Pastor Phil Swenson, and all those in
need of God’s mercy and grace.
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Let light shine out of dark

Palm Sunday, March 29, 9:30am worship
Maundy Thursday, April 2, 6:30pm service
Easter Sunday, April 5, 9:30am worship
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CONFIRMATION students are invited to
Lenten Soup Suppers
Class will meet Wednesday, April 8, and
Wednesday, April 22
SUNDAY, MAY 3 is
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY!
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Salem Soul Sisters
Meetings are held the 2"
Sunday of the month after
. | church. Please join us! We
d have a lot planned for 2026.

We are not just the

meatball supper ladies
anymore. @

MOOSE LAKE AREA FOOD SHELF
The Food Shelf located at 308 Elm Ave is
open Fridays from 8:30 to noon
Donations may be dropped off at the
Food Shelf on Tuesdays from 9:00 to 11:00 or at
Salem Church any Sunday at worship time.
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Church COUNCIL MEETS on the 379 Monday
of the month. Next meeting is MARCH 16
beginning at 6:30 pm.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL meets on 1t & 3 Sundays
during church service. All children are welcome!
Please contact a council member if you would
like to help with this important ministry.

Salem Hall News
Our Salem Hall is available to use
for your event.

¢ Our current suggested donationis 7~
$50.00 for 4 hours ¥ TS

- And $100.00 for a full day. :

Please contact Jody Eller at 218 S
355-0864 (texting also)
Or David Eller at 218-389-6291
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You are invited to:

STOCK THE CLOSET
SHOWER & POTLUCK
When: Sunday March 15", 2026
Time: After Sunday Worship
Where: Salem Hall
Why: To stock up on supplies for
Church and the Hall.

Hosted by: The Soul Sisters
Please join us for fun, fellowship and

food as we see what you bring to the
shower. LNBBRVANBIY R Q=0)d B arc
invited. Men, Women, Youth and Kids!
The following is a list of things the
Church and Hall need:

Dawn dish soap

Garbage bags (tall & 30 gal.)

Juice cups (paper)

Coftee cups (not Styrofoam)

Paper plates (large & small)

Dish towels

Coffee

Lemonade

Scrubby sponges

Dish cloths

Napkins

Toilet cleaner

Renuzit air fresheners
Barkeepers Friend
Toilet paper

Liquid hand soap
Ziplock bags (all sizes)
Saran wrap

Reems of paper (for bulletins)
Clorox/ Lysol wipes

Swiffer dusters

Swiffer floor mops
Paper towels
Anything you think the church needs!
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Salem Council Meeting 1/19/26

Meeting Opened at 6:36 pm

Present-Pastor Jim, Shari Lowden, Dave Eller, Jody
Eller, Doug Soukkala, Justin Grill

Absent-Donita and Milissa

1.0pened with Prayer-Pastor Jim
2.M (Jim)/S (Doug)and pass the agenda for 1/19
3.M (Jim)/S (Doug) and pass the previous minutes
4.Pastor’s Report-Pastor Jim off February 22,
A.Synod Assembly the last weekend of April 251
and 26",
B. Confirmation Sunday is May 3™
C. Conference meeting at 2:30 February 15" in
Moose Lake
Treasurers Report-will be in the annual meeting this
Sunday, went over $5,452 for 2025, but we made a
$7,000 payment this year so without that we would
have been $2,000 under budget without the extra
payment. About $50,000 left to pay on the $80,000
loan, loan paid off in 2035 as of currently. M-Jim,
Second, Doug, passed to approve the treasurer’s
report

Property Report-Property Committee to
meet on the 4" Sunday of every month after church,
starting on February 22", Dave scraped the
bathroom ceiling in the hall so there shouldn’t be
any further trouble. We need to swap out ceiling
tiles, there are some extras in the hall. It would be
good to find someone to sand the parking lot, Dave
will call Dave Grover Tuesday.

Soul Sisters-Up and running again, Sarah
Jurek elected president and will meet 2" Sunday
each month after church. They will also organize
the Lent soup suppers on Wednesdays. No soup for
Ash Wednesday and will be starting Feb 25", Jody
ordered season 4 of the Chosen. Soul sisters will be
making 5 tie blankets for the confirmation students.

Unfinished business-annual meeting this
Sunday, January 25™. The Quorum is 25 people,
with the approval of the proposed constitution it
will be changed to 20 people. 108 members, this
includes only adults and confirmed students. Need
to add member recognition portion to the annual
meeting to highlight those who do a lot for the
church. Streamlined sign-in process for the annual
meeting now as well. Discussion was held about
needing new member packets for new members.
Sunday will also be the ordination celebration for
Pastor Jim. Shari is also working on finalizing the
directory with pictures and will take any missing
pictures at the annual meeting on Sunday.

Closure and Calling Tree-a more
streamlined process of when to close and figure out
a good notification process.

New Business- Transparency and Access to Church
Information-Print each month and post by
fellowship room door. Need to synchronize
electronic documents to one location so if someone
is gone there is still access. Maybe keep binder
with printed copies of 5 years of council meetings
for anyone to look through.

Could use someone to manage the church email to
use for sending newsletters and other church
business, we will also move the mailing list over to
the church email list.

What are the goals for the council for 2026,
start making a list of items to work on this year.

Time and Talent Solicitation-Make a list of
each person’s talents and what they enjoy doing,
and the church can celebrate those talents and help
identify ways that we can find people to help at
church in different ways. Just starting the
discussion about different ways people can benefit
others.

Next meeting is Sunday, February 16°2026.

M (Jim) and S (Doug) and passed to close at 7:35.
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