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I am with you,

~= ™" says the Lord.

—Haggai 2: 4
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Greetings in the Lord!

On each of these cold winter days I have
reminded myself of a verse from Psalms 118. “This
is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and
be glad in it.” It is a verse I suspect that we have all
heard through the years.

So these days I have been looking forward to
hearing the Spirit of the Creator in every
conversation, in every class that I teach, in every
place that I travel. The Spirit of God is present
everywhere if we keep our hearts and minds
opened. In one of my recent confirmation classes I
asked my five ninth grade class members what they
would be doing and where they would be living in
ten years. They gave it some thought and shared
what they would be doing when they were 24 years
old. Then one student asked me what I would be
doing in ten years. Without hesitation I responded

that I would probably “be pushing up daisies.”
would be dead and buried. We ended up having a
nice discussion on death and dying.
It seems that this is a topic that we avoid. We
don’t like to talk about it. It makes us
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uncomfortable. Yet it is a real part of life! The
promise of our Christian faith is that there is life
after death. Jesus came back to life after his
crucifixion. We are promised a great reunion with
our loved ones as well. The truth is. . . I am looking
forward to it! I am looking forward to entering the
next dimension. I will have a great reunion with all
my loved ones who have gone before me.

So what do you think? Am I crazy? Is my
theology faulty? Should I even be talking about this
topic? Sorry. . .what you see is what you get. . . we
are each on our own journey.

May God’s peace be with you all!
Pastor Jim

Lenten Schedule 2026
Ash Wednesday Service...Feb. 18™, 6:30pm
Wednesday Soup Suppers and “The Chosen”
Beginning at 6:00pm in the Hall.

February 25t March 4t
March 11t March 18"
March 25"  Please sign up to help with soup etc.

Maundy Thursday Service...April 2™, 6:30pm
Easter Sunday!...April 5. Worship at 9:30am

CANCELLATIONS
If church is cancelled due to weather, we will
make every effort to call church members.
For Wednesday Lenten services, if Barnum
School activities are cancelled due to weather, we
will not have Lenten services.

THANK YOU to everyone who participated in a
successful ANNUAL MEETING and
POTLUCK!
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Pray for: Our Elders; Catherine, Iris, Betty &
Sandy Anderson. Healing for; Pastor Phil
Swenson, Pastor Carl Heidel, Joey Krog, Grace
Porter, Barb Nelson, Shirley Adamic, Joyce
Nybloom. All who need your comfort and care.

Salem Soul Sisters
Meetings are held the 2@
Sunday of the month after

church. Please join us! We
have a lot planned for 2026.
We are not just the
meatball supper ladies
anymore. ©
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Confirmation Dates:

Wednesday February 11th
LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS

Wednesday April 8t :

Wednesday April 2274 : , “_

Sunday May JFdis p
conﬁrmatlon Sunday! ‘

MOOSE LAKE AREA FOOD SHELF
The Food Shelf located at 308 Elm Ave is
open Fridays from 8:30 to noon
Donations may be dropped off at the
Food Shelf on Tuesdays from 9:00 to 11:00 or at
Salem Church any Sunday at worship time.

Church COUNCIL MEETS on the 3" Monday
of the month. Next meeting is FEBRUARY 16
beginning at 6:30 pm.

Council members are Shari Lowden, Mike
Lowden, Milissa Soukkala, Donita Korpela and
Justin Grill. Please them know if you have any
guestions or concerns.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL meets on 1%t & 3 Sundays
during church service. All children are welcome!
Please contact a council member if you would
like to help with this important ministry.

Salem Hall News

Our Salem Hall is available to use

for your event.
Our current suggested donation is
$50.00 for 4 hours /
And $100.00 for a full day. &
Please contact Jody Eller at 218 S
355-0864 (texting also)

Or David Eller at 218-389-6291

MEN’S CLUB
meets on Wednesday mornings at church with coffee
and conversation beginning at 9:00 am and Bible Study
or devotions beginning at 9:30 am. This is a great time for
fellowship.
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Northeastern Minnesota Synod
Our Synod is striving to be welcoming,
connecting, reforming, and supporting, so
congregations and ministries are empowered to
encounter and share the love of God in Jesus
Christ.
Checkout their website to learn more about what
our Synod is doing in our communities and for
helpful resources and upcoming events in 2026.

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!

A psalm 27:14

www.MoritzFineBlogDesigns.com

. SN

SN



