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Dear friends of Salem, 
   Happy New Year! As we step into January, many of 
us are trying to return to our familiar routines after a 
busy, sometimes hectic Christmas routine. As we start 
a new year I invite you to pause and consider where 
God may want us to invest our lives in these next 
months. Where is he leading us? Where can we find 
meaning and purpose in this new year ahead? 
   Have you figured out that we gather as the Body of 
Christ to journey down the road of life together? As 
we help each other down that road we find Life! and 
Joy! and Peace! Paul writes to the church in Colossae 
about a life shaped by Christ, a life in which the word 
of Christ dwells among the people and forms how 
they speak and live together over time. This dwelling 
takes shape through gratitude and shared practices that 
root a community in Christ. 
   It has been a joy to be a part of this community. You 
have welcomed me, challenged me, and encouraged 
me to be a better pastor. . .a better person and child of 
God. As we begin a new year together I hope we keep 
our eyes on the prize—the Kingdom of Heaven. May 
Christ continue to dwell among us, giving shape to 
our life together and guiding us as we walk the days 
ahead. 
 
May God’s peace be with us always! 
Pastor Jim 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

2026 ANNUAL MEETING will be held on 
JANUARY 25 following worship. 

Please join us to discuss and vote on updated 
constitution, new council members, synod 

delegates and other issues important to our 
church.  

 
Please SUBMIT annual meeting REPORTS to 
the church office by MONDAY, JANUARY 5.  

 
 

SOUL SISTERS  will meet 
Sunday, January 11, following worship. 

 

 
Pray for:  Our Elders; Catherine, Iris, Betty & 

Sandy Anderson. Healing for; Pastor Phil 
Swenson, Pastor Carl Heidel, Joey Krog, Grace 
Porter, Barb Nelson, Shirley Adamic (Hoffman), 
Joyce Nybloom. All those who are grieving lost 
loved ones and all who need your comfort and 

care. 

THANK YOU to the  
HOLY HOOTENANNERS 

 for an enjoyable, uplifting Christmas 
concert, which also raised over $600 for the 

MOOSE LAKE FOOD SHELF 
 

The Food Shelf located at 308 Elm Ave is 
open Fridays from 8:30 to noon 

Donations may be dropped off at the  
Food Shelf on Tuesdays from 9:00 to 11:00 or at 

Salem Church any Sunday at worship time. 
 



THANK YOU to our SUNDAY SCHOOL 
STUDENTS and TEACHERS for their 

Christmas program “12 Symbols of Christmas”. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL meets on 1st & 3rd Sundays 
during church service. All children are welcome! 

Please contact a council member if you would 
like to help with this important ministry. 

 
 
 

Church COUNCIL MEETS on Mondays. Next 
meeting is JANUARY 19 beginning at 6:30 pm.  

Council members are Shari Lowden, Mike 
Lowden, Dave Eller, Doug Soukkala, Milissa 

Soukkala, Donita Korpela and Justin Grill. Please 
them know if you have any questions or 

concerns. 
 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS will meet  
Wednesday January 7 & 21 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 
SALEM HALL RENTAL 

Need a space to hold your events? 
The Salem Hall is available. Contact Dave or 

Jody Eller at 218-389-6291 or 218-355-
0864. Suggested donation is $50 for 4 
hours or less; $100 for over 4 hours. 

 
 
 

 
MEN’S CLUB 

meets on Wednesday mornings at church with coffee 
and conversation beginning at 9:00 am and Bible Study 
or devotions beginning at 9:30 am. This is a great time for 

fellowship. 

 
Epiphany of the Lord 

January 6, 2026 
Epiphany is a Christian holiday primarily 

commemorating the Magi’s visit to the baby 
Jesus and the baptism of Jesus by John the 

Baptist. 
 
 

Northeastern Minnesota Synod 
Our Synod is striving to be welcoming, 

connecting, reforming, and supporting, so 
congregations and ministries are empowered to 

encounter and share the love of God in Jesus 
Christ. 

Checkout their website to learn more about what 
our Synod is doing in our communities and for 
helpful resources and upcoming events in 2026. 

 

 


